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Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

Distinguished Delegates, 

Portugal wishes to thank the Secretariat for the preparation of all the background documents and 

reports. Likewise, we wish to recognize and thank all the members of Ad Hoc Technical Expert 

Group and Open-ended Online Forum on Risk Assessment and Risk Management for their 

expertise and valuable contributions. 

In line with the other EU Member States, Portugal considers of the most importance, to continue 

the work on risk assessment and risk management of living modified organisms (LMOs) under the 

Cartagena Protocol and consider the provided working document, including the draft 

recommendations therein, a good starting point for discussions at SBSTTA 24.  

Additionally, Portugal believes that the recommendation made by SBSTTA to the COP-MOP should 

ensure the continuation of the process regarding the identification and prioritization of specific 

issues of LMOs risk assessment that may warrant future consideration. 

Capacity-building, cooperation, and knowledge management should also be improved in order to 

address the needs of Parties on LMOs risk assessment issues. In this context, the Biosafety 

Clearing House usability and importance should be emphasized.  

Portugal also welcomes the development of additional guidance materials but would like to stress 

the need to make sure that all additional guidance materials must be of high technical and 

scientific quality and useful. In this sense, Portugal agrees on dedicated efforts on the 

development of additional guidance materials for the risk assessment of LMOs containing 

engineered gene drives. These should be dedicated to general issues for conducting risk 

assessment of LMOs containing engineered gene drives and on imminent applications, such as 

mosquitoes containing engineered gene drives. Portugal agree not to develop guidance materials 

on living modified fish at this stage and encourage Parties to collaborate and share knowledge 

and capacity-building and also to make use of existing guidance material. 

We are also flexible regarding the process for developing additional guidance materials, and open 

to views and suggestions from other Parties, but would like to make some preliminary 

suggestions/recommendations in this regard:  

▪ In particular, we recommend the use of existing guidance materials to avoid work duplication. 

▪ A close collaboration between all parties and the inclusion of specific expertise and 

representatives from international organizations during the development of these guidance 

materials to ensure a successful output.  

▪ Transparency. The reviewing process should involve all stakeholders, for example in an Open-

ended Online Forum and we recommend a clear description of the role of the actors involved 

and the procedures of the process to ensure an efficient process.  

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 


